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On Dong Zhong-shu’ s Historiographical Thoughts
Zheng Xian-xing
(Han Culture Research Institute, Nanyang Normal University, Nanyang Henan 473061, China)

Abstract: Dong Zhong-shu’ s book Chungiufanlu embodies his historiographical thoughts roundly. In his opinion, the object
of history research is the course of political development, and the officials’ gain and loss when they perform their duties. And the
mission is to distinguish the post and duty of officials at different levels, to examine their political ability and contribution. In
other words, the nature of historiography is politics, and its function is a key to manage national politics, to control future and to
express political ideas. History is a process taking the human being as the core, while kindness is the basic motivation for people
to create history. Performing kindness means getting power legally and using power reasonably. At the same time, the talents
should be valued and they should show their wisdom and loyalty. Moreover, the system should be created to win the people’s
support. He proposes that the means to understand history should be the joint of human being and heaven. That is to say, human
being should understand the history on the basis of their experience while understanding the reality by their knowledge of the past.
The theory of joint of human being and heaven belongs to the category of Wuxing and yinyang and its testing measure includes
historical facts, academic discussion and political effects. In a word, being regarded as folk theory on history, his thoughts can
be understood as the methodology of history research including historicalism, comparison, and value analysis.

Key words: Dong Zhong-shu; historiographical thoughts; Chungiufaniu
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