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On the Construction Mechanism of Lexical Patterns in Literary Discourse
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Abstract; Literary studies mainly focus on classics and master pieces, neglecting non-classics. The unification of corpus
and stylistic studies can help to reveal the characteristics of specific authors language. The analysis of lexical patterns in
Mark Twain's works shows that: (1) STTR and lexical density in his works are higher than those in reference corpus,
which implies that Twain put emphasis on background description, instead of on dialogues; (2) keyword analysis reveals
that heroes are mostly male characters instead of females, who function as foils for young protagonists adventure; Moreo-
ver, words co-occurring with key keywords often carry negative semantic prosody,indicating protagonist’s lower class and

uneducated state.
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